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‘Hope and Healing’

Aurora Theatre hosting
regional premiere of
musical ‘King of Pangea’

From staff reports

he Aurora Theatre’s

commitment to nur-

turing and showcas-
ing original works continues
in its 29th season with the
regional premiere of Martin
Storrow’s musical “King of
Pangea” — which opens on
Thursday.

“King of Pangea” repre-
sents a major collaboration
between Aurora and the Lyric
Theatre of Oklahoma in Okla-
homa City.

“King of Pangea” — in which
Storrow wrote the book, mu-
sic and lyrics — is an imagi-
native exploration of grief,
inspired by the author’s ex-
perience with the death of his
mother. Originally conceived
as a story set on an imaginary
island, the music helps blend
realism with fantasy, creat-
ing a unique show.

“It’s a piece that’s really
personal to me,” said Stor-
row. “It tells the story of a
boy who loses his mother
when he’s in college, and in
response to that loss he goes
on this journey back to this
world that he and his moth-
er created together when he
was younger.

“He tries to put the pieces
back together. It’s a show
that deals with loss and grief,
but it’s also about hope and
healing and how we find our
way from a loss to that place
of hope again.”

Ann-Carol Pence, Aurora’s
co-founder and artistic pro-
ducing director, was instru-
mental in bringing “King of
Pangea” to life. Pence spent
months in Oklahoma work-
ing with the Lyric Theatre of

Oklahoma to refine the work.

“Producing new musicals
haslong been a cornerstone
of Aurora Theatre’s value
system,” said Pence, who in
her long and distinguished
career has worked on produc-
tions ranging from “Cinder-
ella” and “Mary Poppins” to
“Les Misérables” and “In the
Heights.” “As we step into the
new year, ‘King of Pangea’ is
a show we know will connect
with our audiences.”

Pence also said that even
with the weight new musicals
carry to the “American canon
of storytelling,” they rarely
reach the stage, with some
90% never getting produced.

“By producing this musi-
cal, we inspire a conversa-
tion about living and dying.
‘King of Pangea’ is about the
incredible embrace of a moth-
er to her child,” she said. “It
is the joy, it is the despair,
all wrapped up in a messy,
beautiful musical that Mar-
tin Storrow imagined. I guar-
antee that after you see this
show, you will stare at the
stars, longing to know which
star is named for you.”

“It’s incredibly special — I
consider it a gift,” said Stor-
row of having his play’s pre-
miere at Aurora. “I first met
Ann-Carol and the team from
Aurora in New York a cou-
ple of years ago. They saw a
showcase version of ‘King of
Pangea’ at a festival in New
York, and Ann-Carol and
(director) Michael Baron,
who is from Lyric Theatre
of Oklahoma, were the first
two people to kind of team
up and tell me they wanted
to put it up on stage.

“This is the first time we’ll
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get to see this show up on
its feet and without (Pence
and Barron) believing in a
new musical and giving it a
shot we wouldn’t have had
that experience. It’s incred-
ibly beautiful and I'm very
grateful for their vision and
willingness to do that.”

The California native — who
now lives in New York — said
he’s been working with Pence,
Baron and the cast and crew
late into the night to get the
show ready for opening night.

“It’s slicing, dicing, tinker-
ing, adding and subtracting,”
he said. “One of the reasons
I'm so grateful to Ann-Carol
and Aurora for taking this on
is it’s a lot more complicat-
ed to work on a brand-new
show than it is to work on a
show that’s been done a mil-
lion times. When a show has
been staged a million times,
you know what to expect and
what it’s supposed to look
and feel like.

“When it’s a brand-new
show, it’s common for things
to be re-written up until the
first performance. You want
the show to be as excellent
as it can be, so there’s a real
workshop mentality that goes
along with producing a new
work that’s a musical, and
the theatres that do that —
it’s a risk, but it’s also very
exciting.”

Storrow’s entry into the
world of entertainment came
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Riley McCool plays young Christopher and Wendy Melkonian plays Celia Crow in the Aurora
Theatre’s production of “King of Pangea.”

as a singer-songwriter, and
he has several solo albums
to his credit, but he quickly
learned he was starting from
scratch as a playwright.

“I was a singer-songwriter
for a number of years and I
kind of fell into theater by
accident with this project,”
he said. “When I first start-
ed writing this, I didn’t ac-
tually know it was going to

be a musical — I thought it
may be a record or a collec-
tion of songs.

“And as we got deeper into
it, it just became clear that this
was a story we really wanted
to tell and bring to life. It’s
been a seven-year journey
of learning how musicals are
made. It’s a whole different
craft and it’s very humbling
to learn from the ground up.”

After “King of Pangea’s” run
at Aurora, Storrow said the
musical will have its world pre-
mier this summer in London.

“King of Pangea” runs
through Feb. 16 at Aurora
Theatre, which is located at
the Lawrenceville Arts Center.
Tickets start at $32 and are
on sale now at www.aurora-
theatre.com or by calling the
box office at 678-226-6222.

highlights

Oceanfront Property Hunt
A&E 12 p.m.
Dawn and Carey met and started a family on the West
Coast. But now that they have entered retirement, Dawn has
convinced Carey to move back to the East Coast in this series
premiere. However, his requirement is a place by the ocean.
College Basketball
@ 12 p.m.
Defending NCAA Champion UConn hosts Creighton at the
Harry A. Gampel Pavilion in Storrs, Conn., in men’s basketball
action. After a few early stumbles, the Huskies hope to right
the ship in this Big East matchup. The Bluejays upset UConn
last season.
NFL Championship Chase: Divisional Weekend
D 12 p.m.
CBS Sports brings out its top analysts, reporters, insiders and
contributors to get the inside scoop on the biggest matchups
of the divisional round. Which teams will pave their way to
the Conference Championships? And whose playoff run will
end?
Premier League Soccer
12:30 p.m.
Arsenal began the season on a tear and is still looking like
a formidable challenge. But can they stop Aston Villa’s Ollie
Watkins who has been a scoring machine as the two teams
meet in English Premier League Soccer action at Emirates
Stadium in London?
College Basketball
FS16 p.m.
Defending NCAA Champion UConn hosts Creighton at the
Harry A. Gampel Pavilion in Storrs, Conn., in men’s basketball
action. After a few early stumbles, the Huskies hope to right
the ship in this Big East matchup. The Bluejays upset UConn
last season.
My Argentine Heart
HALL 8 p.m.
Starring Julie Gonzalo and Juan Pablo Di Pace, this film
follows Abril (Gonzalo) back to Argentina as she tries to save
her family ranch from being purchased by her ex-boyfriend,
Diego (Di Pace), and slowly falls back in love with the man
she missed.
My 600-Lb. Life
TLC 8 p.m.
This special supersized episode features the weight-loss
journey of Karen, a woman whose eating has gotten so out of
control that she’s withdrawn from the world. Although Karen
seeks Dr. Now’s help, how will that happen if she won't leave
the house?
I Am JFK Jr.
8 p.m.
This documentary follows the tragically short life of John F.
Kennedy Jr., the youngest child of President John F. Kennedy.
As a boy, he transfixed a nation saluting the coffin of his father.
Later, his good looks and charisma led to hopes for a revival.
Raging Bull
TCM 10 p.m.
This Academy Award-winning biographical sports drama from
famed director Martin Scorsese follows the life and career
of professional boxer Jake LaMotta, portrayed by Robert De
Niro. As LaMotta climbs the ranks, his personal life begins to
spiral.
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